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RMSA

Welcome to the Rocky Mountain
Spearfishing Association! The
Association was organized by divers
for divers in order to promote
freshwater spearfishing in the Rocky
Mountain region. We have also joined
ranks with the Underwater Society of
America (USOA) to strengthen our
position as we try to expand and
enhance spearfishing in surrounding
states. We appreciate your
membership and ask that you continue
to support your local Department of
Wildlife and their efforts to understand
Spearfishing; in time, these efforts will
allow us to access more bodies of
water in our region.

In an effort to allow representation
from surrounding states, individuals
from Colorado, Utah, Wyoming,
Nebraska, Montana, and New Mexico
will be selected in order to ensure
spearfishing issues are being properly
addressed in each respective region.
The RMSA is currently operating under
an organizational structure that
includes Mike Ban as the president;
Duke Spackman as vice president,
Mike McGuire as secretary and Justin
Fox as the treasurer. Regardless of
structure, the association was formed
with the sole purpose providing divers
in the region with a consolidated and
representative voice. We are proud to
have you all aboard! If you are not yet a

'*":'_/"."jr-lember and would like to join, go to

rockymountainspearfishing.org to sign

up!

2009 Freshwater Nationals

Last Years Nationals tournament in South
Dakota hosted 31 teams from around the
country. This year's tournament was held
at Glendo State Park in Wyoming and
brought in a very competitive line up
consisting 41 competitors coming in from
10 different states.

The one day competition took place
on June 13th and provided
competitors with visibility that ranged
from 8-25 feet. Divers brought in carp,
walleye and catfish. Respectively, the
big fish of the day were: 10 ¥ Ib Carp
— Steve Turner (SD); 8 % pound
walleye — Sean George (TX); 9 % Ib
catfish — Justin Fox (CO). In all, 1391
carp were taken equaling 3331.25 Ibs!
The top ten team and individual
finishers are listed as:

TEAMS/PTS

1. AQUA ASSASSINS- Mike
Ban/Duke Spackman- 908.62

2. TROPHY - Sean Weisler/Stephen
Turner- 663.68

3. FOX FLOATS- Justin Fox/James
Hardesty- 574.82

4. IMERSION- Dennis Haussler/Mike
McGuire- 548.96

5. FISH LIPS- Mike VanHele/Don
Haskett- 374.5

6. PUERTE POLLO- Christian
Baker/Danny Raff- 245.52

7. ROCKY MOUNTAIN OYSTERS-
Marlyn/Troy Erickson- 206.7

8. LOG HEAD- Jason Tanner/Steve
Blackburn- 189.14

9. KILLTROCITY- Caleb
Gilkerson/Aaron Semmle- 184.66

10. LONG GUNS- Jordan Stroup/Sean
George- 180.62




INDIVIDUALS/PTS
. MIKE BAN- 572.34
. SEAN WEISLER- 472.64
. DUKE SPACKMAN- 336.28
. JUSTIN FOX -309.86
. DENNIS HAUSSLER- 290.54
. JAMES HARDESTY - 264.96
. MIKE McGUIRE- 258.42
. MIKE VAN HELE- 237.64
. STEPHEN TURNER- 191.04
0. STEVE BLACKBURN- 145.98

The RMSA would like to thank all the
divers who made the trek to Glendo
and to the various sponsors for
helping create such a great prize table!
Time to get ready for next years
Nationals in Arkansas, which s
shaping up to be one of the most
incredible competitions in recent
years! Stay tuned for details!

Mike M. and Dennis H. Justin Fox, largest Cat

Mike and Duke finish a the top!

Lake Mohave
Spearfishing Tournament

Bullhead City played host to the first
tournament of the Colorado River
Spearfishing Series. The Diveshack
crew set up a carp and striper shoot at
Lake Mohave. Nine teams showed up
and took a total of 1365 pounds of
carp. No stripers were taken. The top
three teams that placed were Team

Lentz headed by Terry Lentz and
Derrin, with a whopping total of 769.69
pounds. Second place belonged to the
Aqua Assassins headed by Mike Ban
and Duke Spackman with a total of
267.9 points. Third place, Team Carpe
Diem headed by Jeff and Shawn, took
in a total of 177 points. All in all it was
a great turn out with $3500 worth of
gear handed out. The Lake visibility
was an amazing 40 foot average. It took
on a whole new hunting technique that
the Colorado boys were not used to.
Special thanks to Jerry and Randy for a
great experience. Look for these guys
to continue the Colorado River
Tournament Series. I'm sure the
experiences will be just as awesome.

Duke, Terry, Jeff, Shawn, Mike, Darin

Rocky Mountain
Spearfishing Series

In 2008, James Hardesty and Mike
Ban initiated the first annual Rocky
Mountain Spearfishing series, which
consisted of 4 tournaments in 3 states
and concluding at Fish Lake in Utah.
The series was designed to give
competitors a chance to compete in
series that involved various lakes
through individual tournaments. The
series also allowed divers to compete
for the title of overall grand
champion. Tournaments were held in
Utah, Wyoming and Nebraska and
had Mike McGuire winning 2 events
as well as James Hardesty and
Christian Baker each winning 1 event
in the pro divisions. However, Cory
Ulrich from Utah held a strong
overall lead for most of the summer

until Justin Fox came in with some
big fish towards the end to take the
Grand Champion title at the series
conclusion at Fish Lake, UT.

The 2009 series promises to bring
new lakes and another round of
great sponsors and prizes donated
from around the country. The
season opener will be integrated
into the Nationals Tournament at
Glendo Wyoming in June. The July
tournament scheduled for Lake
McConaughy in Nebraska and will
be the first pole-spear only meet in
the series. Pueblo Reservoir will
also play host to the first Colorado
stop on the series schedule and
promises big cat’s and walleye. The
final tournament destination has not
yet been decided, so if you have
some ideas let us know! Either way,
Justin  Fox will have to work
extremely hard to defend his Grand
Champion title...who’s coming to
take him down??

Sponsored Athletes

As Spearfishing continues to grow in the

Rocky Mountain region, top product
companies are increasing their interest in
freshwater diving by providing sponsorship
to local athletes. While Mike McGuire
continues his sponsorship with Imersion,
James Hardesty of Colorado recently
became a team member of Australian based
company Pelaj. Chad Hearne of
Hawaii/Colorado secured sponsorship from
Virginia based company, Mako Spearguns.
Christian Baker will be representing Omer
marking the first big wave of sponsorships
provided to divers in the Rocky Mountain
Region. We look forward to seeing what
each company continues to offer to the
freshwater diving scene and look forward to
seeing what their products can do for divers
in this region.




YEAR OF RECORDS

2008 saw a number of Spearfishing
records broken, many of which came
out of Utah. Bruce Boyd set 2 records:
Lake Trout at 33 |b and Tiger Muskie at
19.6 Ibs. Mike Ban set a Splake record
at 26 Ibs, and Utah sucker at 5 Ibs.
Kelston McGuire set a Utah State
record with a yellow perch at 9 oz
Mike McGuire then broke the splake
record at 28 Ibs. Cory Urich had the
lake trout recorded weeks before Bruce
set the official laker record.

ike B/ Record Splake; Kelston .
with the Record Perch

-
Bruce and the Record Muskie

Message from the
RMSA Prez

My name is Mike Ban, President of
the Rocky Mountain Spearfishing
Association. | would like to welcome
all of the members and thank them
for joining an organization developed
to better the understanding and
growth of Spearfishing in our region.
We are currently working on shirts
and stickers to get to all of our
current and new members. On a
more important note we are actively
working with Game and Fish
representatives in the Rocky
Mountain Region in an effort to
expand the number of waters we can
spear game fish. The RMSA is off to
a great start by establishing contact
and communication with Game and
Fish officials in Colorado. With the
ball now rolling, this year is
especially crucial that all divers show
an exemplary code of conduct at
lakes and in online forums in order to
send a positive message to the
DOW, general public and new divers.

2009
Tournament/Dive
Meet Schedule

This years schedule has plenty
of action to offer for divers
looking for competitive action.

June 13"
Glendo, WY
2009 Freshwater Nationals

July 25"
Pueblo Reservoir, CO
Rocky Mountain Spearfishing
Series

August 6™
Leo Carrillo State Park
Malibu, CA
2009 Saltwater Spearfishing
INEUTNEES

August 8"
Pueblo Reservoir, CO

Aloha Polespear Fun Dive

August 22"
Lake McConaughy, NE
Rocky Mountain Spearfishing
SENES

September, TBD
TBD
Rocky Mountain Spearfishing
Series Conclusion

Also, we are hosting 2009
Freshwater Nationals in Glendo,
WY which is shaping up to be one
of the best ever. Al members
should help promote the event and
| encourage them to bring new
spearos, especially to the RMSS
tournaments. We have many
sponsors helping and donating to
the events. We will be encouraging
safe and responsible spearfishing
at all events.




The Rocky Mountain Spearfishing Association has recently been accepted to the USOA and with this comes many
benefits including sending three 3 man teams to the2010 Salt water nationals. The RMSA is also currently involved in
taking over the Freshwater world records that date back to 1959. We will be taking over the job of reviewing and
dispersing new certificates to those fortunate enough to take a new world record. Lastly we encourage new stories and
pictures of your spearfishing adventures to be submitted to us for future news letters.

Thank You,
Mike Ban

The Rocky Mountain Spearfishing Association would like to thank the following companies and sponsors for

their continued support. Without their generous donations, providing such great prizes would not be possible

for each event operating under the RMSA. Please return the generosity by supporting these companies and all
of their top rate products!

Pelaj, Imersion, Pelagic, Atomic Aquatics, Diving Unlimited International, Helter Skeletons Limited,
SpearfishingWorld.Com, Otter Box, 20 Fathoms, Poseidonsub Spearguns, High Plains Scuba, Beuchat, Hawaii
Skin Diver, Palapas Ventana, Dive Utah, Public Safety Dive Supply, Fox Floats, Mako Spearguns, Mares,
SperoTek, Gatku, Maui Sporting Goods, Crist Polespears, Kai Clothing, Printyourfish.com, Barry Singer Fish
Art, Bodega Bay Pro Dive, Aqua Assassins

SPEARFISHING THE GLOBE
Chad and Mike in Hawalii

e

Chad and Mike shore diving on Oahu . Nice Kahala (Amberjack) on a blue-water
Fox Float Prototype..

James in La Paz

James and a hge Baja pargo Blue water action with some wahoo




Please give us any feed back you feel necessary on items to include for
our next newsletter. If you have pictures you would like to submit from
recent travels outside the rocky mountain region, or are interest in
submitting articles pertaining to Spearfishing related issues/events in
your area, please contact Jordan Stroup at stroup77@gmail.com, we will
be happy to include them in future issues. Thanks for your support and

we look forward to seeing you in the water!

|
Rocky Mountain 5




